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Google	Android	OS	has	become	the	major	driving	firmware	on	smartphones.	Besides	Apple,	other	major	tech	brands	have	opted	for	Android	OS	to	power	their	smartphones.	Google	has	been	upgrading	its	mobile	operating	system	by	adding	new	features.	Dark	Mode,	gesture-based	navigation,	and	Digital	Wellbeing	are	amongst	some	of	the	useful
features	added	to	the	Android	OS	in	recent	times.Google	has	also	integrated	the	Play	Store	application	which	serves	as	the	marketplace	of	Android	apps.	If	you	need	to	install	any	app	on	your	smartphone,	you	will	need	to	visit	the	Google	Play	Store.	The	UI	is	well	designed	and	you	get	to	see	the	app	details	such	as	download	size,	ratings,	and	also	user
reviews.	This	helps	you	with	deciding	the	authenticity	of	a	newly	launched	application.The	Google	Play	Store	is	a	storehouse	for	all	category	of	applications.	From	social	media	to	lifestyle	and	gaming,	you	get	numerous	options	to	choose	from.	There	are	some	18+	apps	as	well	which	are	not	suitable	for	kids.	However,	by	default,	everyone	can
download	any	app	despite	the	18+	warning.If	this	has	been	your	biggest	concerns	with	your	child	having	an	access	to	a	smartphone,	then	you	should	know	that	there	is	also	a	provision	to	set	a	lock	so	that	these	apps	can't	be	accessed	or	installed.	All	you	need	to	do	is	set	parental	controls.	How	you	can	do	it?	Let's	take	a	look:Steps	To	Set	Parental
Control	On	Google	Play	Store?Step	1:	Go	to	the	Google	Play	Store	application	on	the	respected	smartphone	where	you	want	to	set	the	parental	controls.Step	2:	Click	on	the	Menu	option	from	the	top-left	corner.Step	3:	Now	open	the	Settings	tab.Step	4:	Select	the	"Parental	Control"	option	and	toggle	on	this	setting.Step	5:	Once	you	click	on	the	toggle
tab,	you	will	be	asked	to	set	a	security	pin.	Enter	the	numeric	digits	which	you	feel	won't	be	an	easy	guess	for	your	child.Step	6:	You	can	set	filters	to	apps	and	also	movies	and	games	which	are	unrated.	Best	Cameras	Best	Selling	Upcoming	To	stay	updated	with	latest	technology	news	&	gadget	reviews,	follow	GizBot	on	Twitter,	Facebook,	YouTube
and	also	subscribe	to	our	notification.	Story	first	published:	Friday,	April	2,	2021,	16:35	[IST]	I	don’t	know	about	your	kids,	but	mine	just	love	to	browse	the	Google	Play	Store	for	new	apps	to	download	and	install.	It	drives	me	crazy.	They	have	plenty	of	apps	and	games	on	their	devices,	and	yet	they	still	want	to	see	if	there	is	something	else	out	there
to	play.	Many	of	the	apps	in	the	Google	Play	Store	are	not	appropriate	for	all	ages.	So	I	like	to	research	an	app	before	I	allow	my	children	to	install	and	use	it.	That	is	why	I	love	that	you	can	make	sure	your	kids	are	only	able	to	use	apps	after	you	manually	approve	them.	There	are	even	a	few	different	ways	you	can	accomplish	this	as	well.	I	like	to
implement	more	than	one	so	I	really	make	sure	its	approved	before	it	is	used	on	their	device	Parental	Controls	Within	the	Google	Play	Store	The	first	thing	you	can	do	before	you	hand	over	a	new	Android	device	to	your	child	is	turn	on	the	parental	controls	within	the	Google	Play	Store.	This	will	allow	you	to	restrict	access	to	various	apps,	movies,	TV
shows,	music	and	books	based	on	your	selections.	Access	to	change	these	settings	will	be	controlled	via	a	PIN	which	you	can	set	when	you	turn	on	the	controls.	Just	try	not	to	pick	something	your	kid	will	be	able	to	guess	quickly.	To	turn	on	the	parental	controls	in	the	Google	Play	Store,	open	the	store	on	the	device	and	then	tap	the	3	lines	in	the	top
left	corner	of	the	screen.	Next	tap	“settings”	and	then	“Parental	controls”.	Turn	it	on	by	toggling	the	switch	to	the	On	position.	Tap	each	area	to	set	restrictions	for	that	particular	item.	Use	Google	Play	Family	Link	If	your	child	is	under	13	you	can	set	up	Google’s	Family	Link	as	well.	When	you	set	up	your	child’s	device	through	FamilyLink	it	allows
you	some	controls	over	the	device	including	time	limits,	content	filters,	and	Google	Play.	Setup	for	FamilyLink	is	a	little	bit	more	complicated,	though,	and	does	require	you	to	create	a	Google	account	for	your	child.	Since	children	under	13	aren’t	allowed	regular	Google	Accounts,	this	is	a	great	way	to	get	them	their	own	environment	while	they	are
still	learning.	When	you	download	FamilyLink	on	your	child’s	device,	it	will	walk	you	through	the	setup.	Once	it	is	installed	on	your	child’s	device	and	your	own	device,	you	will	be	able	to	control	their	installs	from	your	phone.	If	you	turn	on	the	setting,	your	child	will	not	be	able	to	install	any	apps	until	you	approve	them	from	your	own	phone,	or	you
can	enter	your	Google	password	in	their	device	to	unlock	it	right	away.	Use	a	parental	control	app	like	Boomerang	You	might	think	that	using	Boomerang	in	conjunction	with	FamilyLink	is	pointless,	but	I	actually	use	both	on	my	children’s	devices.	When	my	son	wants	to	install	a	new	app,	I	have	to	approve	it	through	FamilyLink,	and	then	go	into
Boomerang	and	allow	its	use.	I	am	all	about	layers	of	security.	Once	you	have	Boomerang	set	up	on	your	child’s	device	you	can	prevent	them	from	using	newly	installed	apps.	Tap	your	child’s	device	on	the	main	Boomerang	screen	in	the	parent’s	device.	Open	“control	installed	apps”	under	the	Managed	Apps	area	Select	“app	groups”	from	the	manage
apps	screen	Tap	the	toggle	switch	next	to	“Newly	Installed	Apps”	until	it	becomes	colored	Once	this	is	set,	you	will	get	a	notification	when	your	child	installs	a	new	app.	You	can	approve	or	deny	right	from	this	notification	to	make	is	super	simple.	I	know	when	I	hear	stories	about	parents	who	had	no	idea	their	child	was	even	using	a	particular	app	like
Snapchat,	I	cringe!	Turning	these	settings	on	is	a	very	simple	way	to	keep	your	kids	safe!	When	you	put	parental	controls	on	an	Android	device,	you	can	restrict	what	content	can	be	downloaded	or	purchased	from	Google	Play	on	that	device	based	on	maturity	level.	Set	up	parental	controls	Important:	Parental	controls	don't	prevent	restricted	content
as	a	search	result	or	through	a	direct	link.	For	family	members	who	manage	their	own	accounts	Parental	controls	only	apply	to	the	Android	device	you	added	them	on.	To	put	parental	controls	on	another	device,	repeat	the	steps	below	on	the	other	devices.	If	you	have	multiple	users	on	a	device,	you	can	set	up	different	parental	controls	for	each
person.	The	person	who	sets	up	parental	controls	will	create	a	PIN	that	needs	to	be	entered	to	remove	or	change	the	parental	controls.	Open	the	Google	Play	app	.	At	the	top	right,	tap	the	profile	icon.	Tap	Settings	Family	Parental	controls.	Turn	on	Parental	controls.	To	protect	parental	controls,	create	a	PIN	your	child	doesn't	know.	Select	the	type	of
content	you	want	to	filter.	Choose	how	to	filter	or	restrict	access.	For	family	members	whose	accounts	are	managed	with	Family	Link	If	your	child’s	Google	Account	is	managed	with	Family	Link,	you	can	set	up	parental	controls	for	them.	How	Google	Play	parental	controls	work	Parental	controls	work	on	Android	devices	where	your	child	is	signed	in
to	their	Google	Account.	A	parent	in	the	family	group	needs	to	use	their	Google	Account	password	to	set	up	or	change	their	child's	parental	control	settings.	Set	up	parental	controls	Open	the	Family	Link	app	.	Select	your	child.	Tap	Manage	settings	Google	Play.	Tap	the	type	of	content	you	want	to	filter.	Choose	how	to	filter	or	restrict	access.	Tip:	You
can	also	manage	your	child's	account	when	you	click	on	your	child's	name	at	g.co/YourFamily.	Fix	possible	parental	control	issues	If	you	have	issues	with	your	PIN,	updates,	or	incorrect	ratings	show	on	your	device,	explore	these	options:	I	forgot	my	PIN	Important:	To	reset	your	PIN,	you	have	to	clear	your	Play	Store	app	settings.	Before	you	follow
these	steps,	you	should	note	all	your	existing	settings	so	you	can	set	them	up	again.	If	you	forgot	the	PIN	that	you	created	when	you	set	up	parental	controls,	follow	the	instructions	below	to	reset	it.	On	your	device,	open	the	Settings	app	.	Tap	Apps	&	notifications.	Tap	Google	Play	Store.	Tap	Storage		Clear	data	or	Clear	storage.	This	will	reset	your
parental	controls	and	your	PIN.	When	you	go	back	into	the	Play	Store	app	and	add	parental	controls,	you'll	be	able	to	set	a	new	PIN.	My	app	or	game	won't	open	If	you've	set	up	parental	controls	for	apps	and	games	and	one	of	your	apps	isn't	updating,	it	may	be	because	the	new	version	of	the	app	has	a	higher	rating	than	the	version	you	have	on	your
device.	If	the	new	version	of	the	app	has	a	higher	rating	than	your	parental	controls	allow,	you	won't	be	prompted	to	update	the	app.	To	get	the	app	to	update,	you	need	to	change	your	parental	control	settings	to	allow	a	higher	rating.	Tip:	You	can	turn	off	parental	controls	to	update	the	app,	then	turn	parental	controls	on	again.	Content	on	my	child’s
device	is	outside	the	rating	I	set	You	or	your	child	will	still	be	able	to	see	any	apps	and	games	you	downloaded	before	you	added	parental	controls,	even	if	they're	outside	of	the	rating	you	set.	If	your	child’s	account	is	supervised	with	Family	Link,	you	can	block	these	apps	on	their	Android	devices.	How	parental	controls	work	You	can	set	up	parental
controls	for	apps,	games,	and	other	digital	content.	Read	the	sections	below	to	learn	how	parental	controls	work	within	each	type	of	content.	Tip:	Parental	controls	for	each	type	of	content	aren't	available	in	every	country.	If	you	travel	to	a	country	where	they	aren't	available,	they	might	not	work	until	you	get	back	home.	Set	up	parental	controls	for
Apps	&	Games	You	can	restrict	apps	and	games	on	an	Android	device	by	using	parental	controls,	which	lets	you	choose	the	highest	content	rating	you	want	to	allow	for	downloads	or	purchases.	However,	you	may	still	be	able	to	see	apps	and	games	outside	of	your	filter	when	you	search,	or	by	visiting	them	using	a	direct	link	to	the	app's	page.	How
parental	controls	for	games	work	in	Play	Games	Parental	controls	don't	change	the	games	you	see	in	the	Play	Games	app,	including	games	you've	bought	or	recommended	games.	If	you	try	to	install	a	game	using	the	Play	Games	app,	you’ll	be	taken	to	the	Play	Store	app	where	your	parental	controls	settings	may	restrict	access.	Tip:	You	or	your	child
will	still	be	able	to	view	any	apps	and	games	you	downloaded	before	you	added	parental	controls,	even	if	they're	outside	of	the	rating	you	set.	If	your	child’s	account	is	supervised	with	Family	Link,	you	can	block	these	apps	on	their	Android	devices.	Set	up	parental	controls	for	Movies	You	can	restrict	movies	on	an	Android	device	by	using	parental
controls,	which	lets	you	choose	the	highest	rating	you	want	to	allow	for	rental,	purchase,	or	playback.	However,	you	may	still	be	able	to	see	movies	outside	of	our	filter	when	you	search,	or	by	visiting	them	using	a	direct	link	to	the	content's	page.	If	movies	are	restricted	because	of	parental	controls,	you	won't	see	them	in	the	Play	Store	app	or	in	the
Play	Movies	app,	even	if	you've	already	rented	or	purchased	them.	You	can	turn	parental	controls	off	to	view	these	movies	again.	Set	up	parental	controls	for	TV	You	can	restrict	TV	shows	on	an	Android	device	by	using	parental	controls,	which	lets	you	choose	the	highest	rating	you	want	to	allow	for	purchase	or	playback.	However,	you	may	still	be
able	to	see	TV	shows	outside	of	our	filter	when	you	search,	or	by	visiting	them	using	a	direct	link	to	the	content's	page.	If	TV	shows	are	restricted	because	of	parental	controls,	you	won't	see	them	on	the	Play	Store	app	or	in	the	Play	Movies	&	TV	app,	even	if	you've	already	purchased	them.	You	can	turn	Parental	controls	off	to	see	these	shows	again.



Set	up	parental	controls	for	Books	When	you	set	up	parental	controls	for	books,	you	won't	be	able	to	read	or	purchase	most	sexually	explicit	books	from	the	Play	Store	app	and	the	Play	Books	app.	However,	you	may	still	be	able	to	see	books	outside	of	our	filter	when	you	search,	or	by	visiting	them	using	a	direct	link	to	the	content's	page.	You	can	turn
parental	controls	off	to	see	these	books	again.	While	setting	up	parental	controls	won't	catch	100%	of	sexually	explicit	books	in	Google	Play,	it	should	help	you	avoid	most	adult	content.
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